Intestinal capillariasis: report of a case.
Infection with Capillaria philippinensis has not been reported in Taiwan before. It is characterized by chronic diarrhea, abdominal pain and muscle wasting. Because the infection results in a severe disease with a high mortality, early diagnosis is very important. A 58-year-old housewife from Ar-Lien village, Kao-Hsiung County, was admitted to the National Taiwan University Hospital in July 1988, after suffering from diarrhea, lower leg edema and weight loss for one year. The initial symptom was epigastric pain followed by watery diarrhea. Thereafter borborygmus, frequent loose stool passage and weakness persisted. The cause of her malabsorption syndrome went undetected until the ova, larvae and adult worms of C. philippinensis were detected in the direct smear of the patient's stool in August 1988. She received mebendazole 200mg b.i.d. for 20 days. Capillaria ova were no longer detected following the third day of medication. At the second month follow-up, her body weight returned to her pre-morbid state and all laboratory findings returned to normal with the exception of mild anemia. The infection source was not clear.